





Going Dutch-=:
the Dutch Snake Day,
October 1990
by Chris Mattison

The 1990 meeting of the
European Snake Society was held
on the 20th of October. The
venue was the University of
Utrecht, as before. For some
reason, possibly connected with
activities of Her Majesty’s
Customs the previous year,
there were far fewer British
visitors than in the previous
year, and those who stayed away
missed an excellent day of
talks, sales and socialising.

The city of Utrecht is one of
the most attractive in Holland
and is easily accessible from
any of the ports connecting the
UK with Holland or Belgium. For
those of us who were busy
breeding snakes during the
summer, this meeting was a good
excuse to grab a short break
away from home and there was
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ample opportunity to see some
of the country, meet new
friends and winkle out some old
ones.

For anybody with time to spare
before or after the day of the
meeting, I would recommend a
visit to Blijdorp Zoo in
Rotterdan, which has an
impressive collection of
reptiles and an excellent
record of breeding rare
species. Slightly off the
beaten track is Diergaarde
Ouwehand at Rhenen, a few miles
west of Arnhem. This small zoo
has a very limited collection

of reptiles but they, and all
the other exhibits, are most
beautifully displayed in

planted cages and vivariums and
are a splendid example of how
to exhibit animals tastefully.
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As usual, the meeting itself
was well organised and well
attended. Entry is free (to
members and non-members alike),
the main object being to
encourage contact between
snake-keepers throughout Europe
and to publicise the society.
Talks are arranged throughout
the day, many of them in
English, while dealers and
breeders occupy stands in
another part of the building.

The talks this year were

excellent. The meeting was
officially opened by the
president of the society,
Pieter Stoel, who welcomed
members and visitors in several
languages. This feat of

linguistics was followed by a
talk by K Tepedelen who,
despite his name, gave an
interesting illustrated talk on
collecting snakes and other
reptiles in his native Texas.
The afternoon session started
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with a beautifully illustrated
talk on the snakes of Malaysia.
This talk was in German but the
quality of the slides easily
compensated for the 1limited
amount of information which
could be gleaned. Having
collected snakes in Malaysia
with very 1limited success
several years ago, I was able
to fully appreciate the amount
of effort which had gone into
putting together this very
comprehensive first-hand
account. The final session
consisted of a second talk by
Mr Tepedelen, this time on the
captive care and breeding of
the Emerald Boa, Corallus
canina. Although very short,
this was most instructive and
no doubt many of the audience
went straight out to Dbuy
themselves a pair or two of
these beautiful snakes!

As usual the tables occupied by
dealers and breeders attracted









































